Jumpifd Mouse
Children’s Center

The Therapeutic Method of JWMCC )

We wiork with the creafive, image-rich materials such as sand, clay, paint, and stonalling. These materials

allow the child 1o be free of existing definitions and to find his ar her unique expression. W insist that the place

—  and space meel cach child's way of mending and processing his ar ke innes
fife,

Here is an example, of how a fourvearold deflined bis workplace: * love
[rlitying whens you are, whataver vau call iL" He corveved himself through a
persanally frightening transition in his family, constructing roads to 2 “now
place,” building houses and places of camfort. He used the ractor that had
strupgled to make new roads inlo this unknown place for him, He summa-
rizeal the changes he created by saying, “This tractor used 1o he used far pull-

ing up muck and yuck. It's been cleaning up the bottom (of the waler), Mow
irs just used for plowing dirt, But il used 1© be used for cleaning the muck, And there was a lot of muck 1o ke
carriee away, wasn't thare!”

His definition of Jumping Mouse Children's Center becomes a useiul reminder of keeping our cefinitions—as
the mending place, mental health centar, sandtray wark, a therapautic space—smalleab e as “warks in progross”
far the sake of the children whose struggles we witness. Cach childs journey builds upan the belief 1hat all
children require the space and the people who are willing to discover with them “whatavar you call it

The Facus 12 On the Child
In serving young children in their present life, we also banefit the future of—the child, their family, and the
larger cammunily:

» W mowe hoth the child and their iamily forward to meet their san increasingly healthy poals.

* Wo cducate often young, single parents in parenting and in the most effective use of olher agencies,

In & phrase, cur focus is to move from merely stopping behaviors to preventing problems. Each therapist is the
child's advocale inle the family svslem, and the family's advocale into the community, This wark imealves the
process of:
= haintaining a safe space for the child to self-discover.
* Erlucating thase in the childs environment on that child’s unique place in development, scif-percep-
tiens, and interior necds.

# Working within Lhe child’s larger communily,

IMICC has also set as a priority consulting with the parents and significant others in each child’s environments,
Ta this end, we wark in consultation with 12achers, dactars, parents, attarneys, and domueslic violence advo-

Cales,

W must Balance the inner wark the child is able to do through play and imagination with being the spokesper-
son for the child in their relation to their external world, In lay terms, we see our role as “a diplomat in the
country.of the child,” ranslating the interior being of the child who will fallow that aut into the world (their

unigue map), inta something mare wnderstandable to parents and teachers.
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